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IMMEDIATELY KUFM TO SERVE HAN D I C A P P E D  / j g
11/ 17/78
Western M t . Media
MISS0ULA--
Public radio station KIJFM, Missoula, operated by the R a d i o - T e l e v i s i o n  Department 
of the U n i v e r s i t y  of Montana, has received a $23,800 federal grant to start a radio 
reading service for visually- and p h y s i c a l l y - h a n d i c a p p e d  listeners. Department 
chairman Philip J. Hess said the HEW grant has been mat c h e d  by $9,700 in gifts from 
local M issoula businesses and KUFM listeners.
Hess said the reading service will be t r ansmitted on a sub carrier of KUFM on a 
frequency that requires the listener to have a special receiver. Tho s e  receivers 
will be p u r c hased with grant funds and will be supplied to eligible r e c ipients at 
no charge, Hess said.
Hess described the service as comparable to the T alking Book p r o g r a m  for the 
blind and p h y s i c a l l y - h a n d i c a p p e d  "except that we will not be restricted to the 
undated books and magazines recorded for T a lking Books. KIJFM's reading service 
will emphasize those up-to - t h e - m i n u t e  m a t e rials that only radio can transmit rapidly." 
He said "in-depth news stories, columns, features, editorials, letters to the editor, 
comics and even grocery store advertising from daily n e w spapers are common progra m m i n g  
fare on the nearly 100 similar reading services on the air in the nation."
KUFM plans to begin broad c a s t i n g  the reading service by February 1. The station 
will work with the Mon t a n a  Coalition of H a n d i c a p p e d  Individuals (MCHI) to identify 
eligible listeners and in operating the service. MCHI has obtained separate grants 
and donations to assist the operation of the service.
KUFM received $9,700 in gifts to match the HEW grant from Westmont Tractor,
The Missoulian, The Associated Students' Bookstore Special Reserve Trust Fund, United 
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Hess said persons interested in serving as volunteer readers and persons 
who know p ossible eligible listeners to receive free special receivers may writ 
KUFM, U n i versity of Montana, Missoula, or phone 243-4931.
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